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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The course will explore and attempt to examine the following 
questions: 
 

• What defines home for Vietnamese in the diaspora?  
• What are the existing links among the various Vietnamese communities 

around the globe? 
• What are the ways in which Vietnamese (re)construct home, family, 

community, gender roles, and identity in the diaspora? 
• How do problems, practices, voices and visions of reclaiming and 

returning compare and contrast among diasporic populations, including 
ethnic Chinese, Chams, and Khmers from Vietnam, or Amerasians and 
adopted Vietnamese?  

• What are the impacts of the diaspora on the homeland and vice-versa?  
• With the increasing numbers of Viet Kieu (overseas Vietnamese) visiting 

their homeland through travel, how do Vietnamese perceive Viet Kieu and 
vice-versa?  

 
Students will have the opportunity to create a Global Vietnamese 
Diaspora Wiki that informs the general public about the overseas 
Vietnamese communities in, but not limited to,  

United States; Canada; France; Denmark; Norway; Finland; Australia; 
Czech Republic; Russia; Israel; Japan; Cambodia; Thailand; Hong Kong; 
and Philippines. 

 
This course includes lectures, films, and discussions based on 
selected thematic themes and topics.  Knowledge of Vietnamese is not 
required. 
 
CREDIT 
This is a Humanities Core Course.  This course can also be petitioned 
toward the Asian International Studies Minor (Bauer College of 
Business) and the Asian American Minor (College of Education). 
 



CONTACT 
Prof. Long S. Le, 325-B Melcher Hall, lsle@mail.uh.edu or 713-743-
1142. 
 
NOTE:  DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN EARN YOUR WCL MINOR IN ONE SEMESTER 
COMBINING TWO COURSES YOU’VE ALREADY HAD? You can “double-dip” twice in 
your major and/or get credit for other courses that fit and take the other courses you 
need to complete the minor, including Viet 3300 - please consult mzimmerman@uh.edu 


