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SYLLABUS

SOCIOLOGY OF SPORT - SOCIOLOGY 3316 – FALL, 2002

Dr. Russell L. Curtis, Jr.      Section 06975      10–11:30 a.m.       Tues. & Th.      204-AH  

494 PGH;    Office Hrs: T, W & Th. 2:30 - 4:00 pm    E-Mail: rcurtis@uh.edu      Ph: 743-3951


The goals of this course are to introduce students to the social and social-psychological patterns of sport as these are shaped and maintained in social contexts and as the structures and dynamics of sport can be viewed as an institution that is closely linked with other institutions such as the economy, politics, family, education, gender roles, and racial and socioeconomic patterns.  Historical and comparative patterns are examined.  Organizational, group and interpersonal processes are also analyzed from a sociological perspective.


Below are the texts and the topic headings that correspond to the lectures and assigned readings.  Tests cover materials above the noted dates for the exams.  The text by Coakley (6th edition; August, 1998) supplies an integration of the other reading materials.  The anthology by Eitzen provides excellent articles written by leading scholars in the field. 

TEXTS:


Jay Coakley.  Sport in Society.  (paperback)  7th Ed..  New York: McGraw Hill.  2001.


D. Stanley Eitzen.  Sport in Contemporary Society.  New York: St. Martin's.  6th Ed.


(paperback)  2001

LECTURE AND TOPIC OUTLINES

I.
Overview of Sociology of Sport


(August 27 and 29, 2002)

Lectures:   Analyses of the origin of the field and its relationships with other

            institutional areas in Sociology.  Concepts and theories.  Overviews and introductions

to historical trends and consequences of social change.  Brief reviews of the historical

origin of modern patterns and the types of research techniques that exist in the field.


Readings:


Coakley: Chapter 1, "The Sociology of Sport."  Chapter 2, "Using Social Theories."

Eitzen: (3) Coakley, “Sport in Society: An Inspiration or an Opiate?”







(Note: Monday, Sept. 2, 2001 is Labor Day Holiday)
II.
Sport: Patterns of Culture and History

(September 3, 5, &  10,  2002)


Lectures: Changes produced by and related with shifts in social, economic and 

organizational arrangements corresponding with industrialization and urbanization.

Readings:


Coakley: Chapter 3, "A Look at the Past."

Eitzen: (1) Eitzen, “American Sport at Century’s End.” (9) Lederman, “Old times Not Forgotten: A Battle Over Symbols.”  (10) Churchill, “Crimes against Humanity.”  (16) Eitzen, “…The Dark Side of Competition.”

III.
Sport: Ideological Dimensions 


(September 12 , 2002)


Lectures:  Basic American values such as competition, individualism, material


possessions, private property, religion and spirituality as these are reflected in the


purposes and ideals of sport.  Analyses of the "sports creed" and the "character"


issues of sport.  A review of the evidence for ideological claims.

Readings: 



Coakley: Chapter 7, "Violence in Sports."

Eitzen:  (15) Eitzen, “The Democratic Ideal and School Sport.” (33)  Griffin, “Changing the Game…”  (34) Tomlinson, “Fear and Loathing.”  (35) Pronger,

Sport and Masculinity: The Estrangement of Gay Men.”

IV.
Sport: Socialization Patterns and Outcomes
   
(September 17 & 19 , 2002)


Lectures: parental models and family resources as related with both whether to 


participate and the type of sports that chosen; skill acquisitions as related with


parental income; evidence of participation effects on personal and social adjustments


Readings:



Coakley: Chapter 4, "Sports and Socialization; Chapter 5, "Sports and



Children."



Eitzen: (4) Coakley, "Play Group vs. Organized Competitive Team." (6) Curry,

"Fraternal Bonding in the Locker Room."  (31) Conniff, “the Joy of Women’s Sport.”(32) Messner, "...Athletic Experience and Male Identity."  

SPORT AND INSTITUTIONS: COVERS TOPICS V THROUGH X BELOW
V.
Sport: Educational Factors;


(September  24 & 26,  2002)


Lectures: Linkages of sport training and performance and education in the U.S


academic performances of athletes by types of sport; "disparity" scores between


SAT's of all entering freshmen and football players for over 100 Division I universities.

Readings:



Coakley; Chapter 14, "Sports in High School and College."



Eitzen: (5) Bissinger, “High School Football and Academics.” (20) Eitzen, “Big-

Time College Sports..”  (21) Zimbalist, “Unpaid Professionals: The Student as 

Athlete.”  (22) Adler and Adler, “…Academic Performance of College Athletes.”
 

Preparatory Review for First Examination: September 26, 2002
FIRST EXAM: OCTOBER 1, 2002: COVERING SECTIONS I-V, ABOVE

Review of Test Results for First Examination: October 3, 2002

VI.
Sport: Media Relationships



(October 3 & 8, 2002)


Lectures:  Historical changes in media incidence and types of attentions; recent 


economic consequences of media contracts; media, gender, and race.

Readings: 



Coakley: Chapter 12, "Sports and the Media."



Eitzen:  (7) Messner, et. al., "... The Gendered Language of Televised Sports."

(8) Hilliard, "Televised Sport and the (Anti)
Sociological Imagination."

VII.
Sport: Political Factors



(October 10 & 15, 2002)

Lectures: Sport as social integration and as a denial of social problems (e.g. an          "opium"); patriotism and sport; the politics of sport functionaries - coaches, players, etc.

Readings: 

Coakley: Chapter 13, "Sports and Politics."

VIII. 
Sport: Legal Factors:




(October 17, 2002)


Lectures: Growth and Differentiation of Law and Legal Applications; The recency of 


applications of law to sport related with the historic "idealizations" of sport and athletes.


Readings:  None 

IX.  
Sport: Economic Factors



(October 22 & 24, 2002)


Lectures: Collective bargaining in sport; The Costs of and Contributions to Big-Time


Intercollegiate Athletics; The NCAA as a Cartel; Public Investments in Professional 


Sport Enterprises; The Economic Profiles of Professional Sports Owners  


Readings:

Coakley: Chapter 11, "Sports and the Economy."



Eitzen: (23) Armstrong, “Money Makes the Sports Go ‘Round.”  (24) Noll and



Zimbalist, “…Are New Stadiums Worth the Cost?”  (25) “Upward Mobility 

Through Sport? The Myths and Realities.”



X.
Sport: Religious Factors



(October 29, 2002)      


Lectures: Religious Symbolization's of the Physical Body and of Competition; Historic


Relationships between Sport and Religion; Comparative Ideologies of Sport & Religion


Readings:

Coakley: Chapter 15, "Sports and Religion."



Eitzen:  (2) Bursteyn, “Sport as Sacred Sacrament.”



Preparatory Review for the Second Examination: October 31, 2002


SECOND EXAM: NOVEMBER 5, 2002: COVERING SECTIONS VI - X, ABOVE

Discussion of Second Examination Results: November 7, 2002
FACTORS EFFECTING SPORT PARTICIPATION AND ARTICULATION: Socioeconomic Status, Race and Ethnicity, Deviance and Subcultures of Rule breaking: Topics XI-XIII, Below
XI.
Sport: Socioeconomic (Class) Linkages

(November 7, 12, & 14, 2002)


Lectures: Who Participates and Who Watches: The Classes of Participants and 


Spectators; Class Backgrounds of Athletes Who Dominate Sports, Now & Historically
Readings: 


Coakley: Chapter 10, "Social Class."

XII.
Sport: Racial and Ethnic Linkages


(November 19 & 21, 2002)


Lectures:  Racial & Ethnic Participations by Types of Sports over Time; "Succession" of


Dominance - Boxing as a Case and Jews as a Special Example; "Stacking" in Sport


Readings: 



Coakley: Chapter 9, "Race and Ethnicity."

Eitzen: (26) Simpson, "Sorting Dreams Dies on the 'Rez' (27) Sage, “Racial Inequality and Sport.”  (28) Edwards, “An End of the Golden Age of Black Participation in Sport?”


   ​​

NOVEMBER 19, 2002 (TUESDAY): TERM PAPERS ARE DUE

XIII. 
Sport: Gender and Sex-Role Linkages

(November 26, 2002)

(Note: November 27 – 29, 2002, including Wednesday and Friday of that week, are Thanksgiving Holidays)


Lectures: Sex-Roles and Sport Roles;  Sport & Gender Interactions on Self-Image

(Self-Concept, Self-Esteem); Combined Impacts of Physiology and Social Forces.


Readings:

Coakley: Chapter 8, "Gender."



Eitzen: (11) Eitzen and Zinn, "The De-Athleticization of Women: ..Naming and

Gender Marking of Collegiate Sport Teams."  (13) Ryan, “Female Gymnasts and Ice Skaters: The Dark Side.”  (14) Heywood, “…Female Athletes Face A Culture

of Sexual Harassment.”  (29) Weistart, “Title IX and Intercollegiate Sports: Equal Opportunity?”  (30) Acosta and Carpenter, “Women in Intercollegiate Sport: A longitudinal Study: 1977-1998.”

THE SUBVERSIONS OF SPORT AND THE FUTURE OF SPORT: TOPICS XIV AND XV
XIV: 
Deviance and Subcultural Effects


(December 3, 2002)


Lectures:  The Deviance of Athletes by Sport and by Exogenous Characteristics;


Drug and Alcohol Abuse; Rewarded Aggression;  Are Athletes More Likely Than Other


Students to Engage in Spousal and Date Aggression and/or Violence??


Readings:



Coakley: Chapter 6, "Deviance in Sports.'



Eitzen: (17) Begley & Brant, “The Real Scandal in International Sport: Doping.”

(18) Petras, “The Olympics: From Pericles to Samaranch.” (19) Niemark, "Out of 



Bounds: The Truth about Athletes and Rape."

XV.
Sport: Innovations and the Future


(December 5, 2002)


Lectures: Propositions on Future Organizational and Participatory Arrangements;


Predictions on Which Sports Will Grow, Which Will Decline, and the "Over-Leveraging"


of Professional Sports; Predictions on Changing Dominance of Sports by Participant


Race and Ethnicity; The Future of International Sport.


Readings: 

Coakley: Chapter 16, "Sport in the Twenty-First Century."

December 3, 2001: Last Day; Preparatory Review for the Third or Final Examination 

FINAL EXAM: TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2000: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.: SECTIONS XI-XV

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
I.
Requisites for this Class:  completion of Introduction to Sociology.

II.
Performance Requirements:


A.
Attendance and Participation


1. 
Good grades are contingent on class attendance and participation.


2.
Important: Continual, unexcused tardiness will not be tolerated.  

2.
Repeated absences will result in an official, “Instructor Drop” from course.



3.
Exams are an equal blend and balance between readings and lectures.  




Grades are significantly associated with attendance in my classes.



4.
Students are expected to be prepared to participate in class discussions.



5.
Note: no noises from cell phones or beepers. None! 


B.
Readings:



1.
Total assigned is approximately 1,000 pages that will require to read 




approximately 15 pages per day - Monday through Friday.

2.
Readings are slightly heavier for the 1st and 3rd Sections and less for

the 2nd Section when the term paper must be submitted.  



3.
Almost all readings are covered on the examinations.


C.
Term Paper Requirement:



1.
Due date: November 19, 2002; paper must address assigned topic.



2.
I grade all papers.  Plagiarism will result in an automatic “F.” 

3.
The paper will count one-four of your grade and will be exceedingly over-weighted if you have constructed an exceptionally good, original paper.



4.
Paper format:




a.
Use PC; double space; conventional one-inch margins on top 





and bottom, and on left and right.

b.
Retain extra copy to protect you if paper is misplaced or there is a submission dispute.  (You should do this for all your classes.)

c.
Cover page: title; course & student numbers; date.  No binders. 

d.
Narrative, excluding references is 8 page minimum; no maximum.

e.
References: A minimum of six journal articles and one Internet references; the upper limit will depends on your topic. 

f.
The ASA (American Sociological Association) style, available in 

the library (similar to APA) is required.  You are to learn this style.

g.
Note: papers will not be accepted if they do not follow the above format or if they do not address the assigned topic

5.
Minimal Paper Quality: Citations, syntax, and organization should exceed high school senior themes and College Freshmen compositions.

D.
Paper Content:

1.
For improved originality and clarity, make sure your paper is sharply focused.  You can always generalize or go beyond a sharp focus.

2.
The paper should minimally include the following:  first, a precise

description of the topic (e.g. “The Consequences of Changing Class Profiles of Participants in U.S. Professional Golf”).  Second, defend your topic: why is it important?  Third, what differences or distinctions are you elaborating?  Regardless of the general topic, you must be specific in your distinctions and inferences.

3.
Use “Spell Check.”  Employ sufficient paragraphs, headings, and 

subheadings to supply a good organization for your paper.  

4.
All references to cited materials in the narrative must always cite the year.  


References to quoted materials must cite both the year and the page(s).

E.
Paper Assignment for Fall Semester, 2002:

1.
The topic assignment, 2002 Fall Semester, is the analysis of a sport issue that is centered on media and sports.  This can address several topics and issues.  Several suggested topics appear below.  

2.
The following are some suggested, general topics.  Remember, you should be as specific as possible.

a.
Suggested Topic:  How have media coverage of individual athletes changed between over the past century?:

-
by type of sport (e.g. more, now, on golfers?)

-
by the extent of “realism” and absence of “idealism” of

the athletes (e.g. more, now, on “problem athletes”?)

-
by personal as opposed to athletic coverage (e.g. more, now, on the personal backgrounds of the athletes such as “Tiger Woods” and Lance Armstrong?).

b.
Suggest Topic: How have media, sport & economics become linked?  become economically linked with the economic success of sports.  

-
History of success of “new” leagues and media contracts  such as the American Basketball Association, American Football League, etc., and the failures of leagues: e.g. USFL and the league opposing the successful WNBA.

c.
Suggested Topic: How have media reinforced class, gender and racial biases through broadcast and/or written journalism?  Are commentaries racist?   When?  Sexist? When?  Classist?  When?

d.
Suggested Topic: Have the media corrupted sport or made sport more healthy and open?  When?  How?  Which sports?

3.
Sources for your paper:

a.
At least six articles in your references must come from journals.

b.
No more than two references to the internet.

c.
At least one book must be cited.

d.
Citations in narrative & in  “references” must

e.
You should consult “Sociological Abstracts” on the library’s data base.  You can access this at your home (check with the library) 


or from other places on campus.





III.
Examinations and Grade Distributions;


A.
Three exams: each covering one-third; covering materials indicated above.



1.
Makeups are given when there are sufficient extenuating circumstances.



2.
Your contract is to be present for the regularly scheduled Final Exam.

B.
Exams consist of four-item, multiple choice questions; sentence options; little

emphasis on rote - but extensive emphasis on application.  ALL lectures and 

readings are included on the exams.  Titles and authors are given for readings.


C.
Grades: 90+=A; 80-89=B; 70-79=C; 60-69=D; - 60=F.  Prizes for 100’s & A+’s.

V.
Communications

A.
Office Hours for Fall, 2002: T, W, Th, 2:30 – 4:00 p.m. by e-mail & phone 


B.
E-mail: rcurtis@uh.edu; phone: 713-743-3951

