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9.5a: 1) Conjugation of the First Aorist Indicative Active and Middle
2) The Aorist of consonantal stems

To repeat the point with which we concluded 9.3:

The first person of the Aorist Indicative Active is the third principal part in the citation of a verb.
From now on we can cite verbs with these three stems: Present - Future - Aorist:
nelbw, melow, EMELOA.

1) Now we need to understand how this First Aorist is formed. Both in the Active and in the Middle
voices (for those verbs that have a middle voice) the Indicative Aorist is a past tense. Thus it will be
formed with the following elements: augment ( € ) + present stem (mav-) + tense suffix (-oa-) +
secondary or historical endings.

PRONOUNS ACTIVE VOICE MIDDLE VOICE
YW é-mav-oo E-MaV-0A&-Unv
oV E-TIAV-0A-G E-TIAV-0W?
EKELVOG E-Ttav-o¢€? E-TtAV-0A-TO
NHELS E-mav-oa-pev E-mav-od-peda
VUELS E-maV-0a-Te é-mav-oa-00e
EKELVOL E-Tav-oa-v E-mav-0a-vTo
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Notes:

1) No ending in the first person singular. Note the expected drop of the dental before O
2) The (X of the tense suffix changes to € in the third person singular.
3) The original ending of the 2nd person sg in the Middle voice was actually the same for Imperfect and First Aorist: -

O0O. But between vowels O tended to be dropped. When it dropped in the Imperfect, the following transformation

took place (it is known as vowel contraction):
E-TtAV-€-00 > €-TAV-€- 0 > &€-TIAV-OV  ( OV is the normal phonetic result of € + 0).
In contrast, when it dropped in the Aorist, the (X of the tense suffix gave a different result:

E-TIAV-0R-00 > €-TTAV-0-0 > E-TIAV-0W (@ is the normal phonetic result of & + O).

2) The Aorist of consonantal stems
When the present stem of a verb ends in a consonant, the regular first aorist produces an encounter of
that consonant with s, and therefore the phonetic results are the same as those that occur in the
regular future. Let us see some examples.

Dental stems: the dental drops. KOAACW, KOAACW, éKOAAOA.

Labial stems: the consonants combine into {: Yoddw, Yodw, Eyoapa (to draw, write) Aeifw,
Aeltpw, EAena (to nourish), etc.

Palatal stems: the consonants combine into &: Tk, ™MEw, ETNéa (to melt); TMEACOW (Attic
TMOATTW), MEAEW, EMEAER (to carry out), etc.

Liquid stems are those ending in the presentin LV A Q. When they encounter -Oa in the aorist,
O drops, but & remains. Thus results in a "first aorist without 0, or asigmatic." For example, the
aorist of kQlvw (tojudge), is:

Ekovar ExQuvag €kQuve  Ekplvauev  Ekplvate Expouvav

Similarly, in the middle voice of ATTOKQIVOUAL (to answer), we have:

ATIEKQWVAUNV  AmekQlivw amexkpivato amekpvapeda amekpivaoOe
ATIEKQLVAVTO
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Note 4: The palatal consonant in a few verbs is "disguised” in the present, on account of phonetic transformations.

Go to 9.5b for EXAMPLES



