
 
LESSON 3: Key to composition 

 
 
1) Dear teacher, do not teach the wicked sons of the doctor! 
          vocative   ......  V  .......   ........   D O  ........      gen 

w\} fi/le dida/skale, mh\ di/daske tou\v tou~ i0atrou~ kakou\v ui9ou/v. 
 

2) [You (pl) will stop the evil man,] [for //his// sons are hearing bad stories.] 1 
    .........  S + V   ........        D O                         S           ...... V  .......   ..... D O ...... 

u(mei=v pau/sete to\n kako\n a!nqrwpon: oi9 ga\r ui9oi\ a)kou/ousi kakou\v lo/gouv. 
 

3) [You (sg) have a fine house,] but [do not have  good sons.]  
           S + V   .........    D O   ........             ..... S + V ....  ..... D O ----- 

 kalo\n me\n oi}kon e1xeiv, kalou\v de\ ui9ou\v ou)k e1xeiv. 
 

4) [A fine story is useful to men.]  [Tell therefore fine stories.]  
      ....  S ... ...  V   P N     I O            V                 ...   D O....        

kalo\v lo/gov e0sti xrh/simov a))nqrw/poiv.  le/ge ou}n kalou\v lo/gouv.   
 

5) Who will persuade the wise2  to shun (their) good friends? 
       S                 V             D O         infinitive             D O of infinitive 
ti/v pei/sei tou\v sofou\v feu/gein tou\v kalou\v fi/louv; 
  

                                                 
1 There are two sentences or main clauses here.  I mark them by enclosing them within square brackets 
2  = "wise men" 
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